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Another year has slipped by and what a beautiful summer we have had. 

Our Auxiliary has accomplished so much and continues to do so; we are a very im-

pressive group.   Our Newsletter informs us of what each of our committees and 

branches have been doing over this past year, be sure to read it.   

We are now starting a new season with a change of guard in the executive, commit-

tees and branches.  To the volunteers stepping aside, many, many thanks for the 

hours spent keeping the “ducks in a row”.  Staying on top of things at times can be a 

challenge.  For your energy and thoughtfulness I thank you. 

I, for one, have had an excellent group on the executive. They are always there ready 

to help, advise and work together.  I thank you and I know that when I step aside our auxiliary will be 

run by an excellent group, 

Again, we have accomplished so much this past year.  A wish list of $130,000 covered many items that 

are not necessarily on the BIG list but every bit as much needed.  The hospital staff was delighted to 

know that these items were being purchased by us. 

On the larger wish list you approved purchasing items totaling $367,000 that were very much needed 

to help our hospital and care facilities run efficiently i.e.  A Gastroscope and a Colonoscope, both ur-

gently needed, a low air loss mattress, vein viewer, birthing bed, and a Haematology analyser. 

Over this past year we have also purchased for Totem and Shorncliffe, 2 each recumbent tubs with tub 

lifts plus a Broda chair for Totem Lodge.   We received a very heartfelt thank you from the wife of one 

of the recipients.  We also purchased a defibrillator for Totem Lodge.  We partnered with the Sechelt 

Legion to purchase wheelchairs for both Totem Lodge and Shorncliffe. 

At both facilities we provided a music programme and plants to enhance the residents` environment 

during the summer months. 

We issued 9 first year bursaries, including the Alternative School for the first time and 3 second year 

bursaries; our way of giving back to the community that gives us so much. 

Our Gift Shop in the hospital is doing very well with many attractive and useful items to attract the 

shopper.  Our Loan Cupboard is such an essential part of our hospital. The equipment is always at the 

ready, clean and well maintained.  Our Thrift Shop is where a good part of our funding comes from, 

through many, many hours of hard work.  It is a huge job to try and keep on top of and the volunteers 

do a great job. 
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THE TREASURER  
One year ago, when I was contemplating running for the Auxiliary Board Treasurer’s posi-

tion, it was a very daunting challenge, especially following such accomplished past treas-

urers.  With the mentorship of Vivian Haynes, and the support of the Board Executive, I am 

now in a position that I can see the light at the end of the tunnel, as I come to the end of 

my first year, however, I am still learning.  

 I wish to thank Vivian, who is also the Treasurer for the Gift Shop and the Loan Cupboard, the six 

Branch Treasurers and Marilyn Charles, the Thrift Shop Treasurer, for making my job flow smoothly 

during this past year and for making my first fiscal year end a good experience. 

Although there was no push for a major fundraiser in 2014, the Auxiliary exceeded its budget figures, 

with approximately $490,000 donated by the Thrift Store, Gift Shop and the Branches. At the same 

time, we purchased hospital equipment worth over $500,000.  Expenses were moderate, with operat-

ing expenses totalling just under 10% of income, including education and student bursaries.  As well as 

purchasing needed equipment for the hospital, the Auxiliary was able to support Totem and Shorn-

cliffe in their daily activities, music program, maintaining their gardens and badly needed health care 

equipment, as well as supplying bursaries for deserving students.  As of September 30th, we have 

$972,000 in assets, with almost $500,000 of that money committed to equipping St. Mary’s Hospital. 

Thank you so much to all Auxiliary members, who have worked so diligently to raise money towards 

our mandate ... one loonie and one toonie at a time - it all adds up to a very significant amount of 

money.   As a member of under two years, I am so very proud to be part of this very caring and suc-

cessful organization. 
 

Lorraine Blakeman, Treasurer 
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The Education committee has always has done an excellent job of providing speakers, workshops, etc. 

Well done.  They have just finished a conference open to all members, well organized  and was very 

well done, excellent speakers and a lovely venue,  Publicity is also a large part of our organization 

keeping us in the public eye, and keeping the public aware of what we are accomplishing, with their 

help, for our communities.  Kudos to all.  Our branches keep busy with bazaars, bake sales, girl’s night 

out, the great exchange, raffles, Thanksgiving sales, Mother’s Day teas, pancake breakfast and of 

course the wonderful parades from Pender Harbour down to Gibsons.   Our residents from Totem 

Lodge and Shorncliffe, with their Activity Directors, are taken by the bus that we purchased to all the 

parades .  We are a wonderful group of volunteers and I am very proud to be part of this winning 

team: St. Mary’s Hospital/Health Care Auxiliary.   Thank you to all of you. 
 

Gayle Bennett, President 



 

THE  COMMITTEES 
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GIFT SHOP / MAGGIE CARTERS 

47 Volunteers    5,766 Hours 

It is hard to believe one year has passed since the 

opening of our new Gift Shop!  What a year it has 

been.  Sales have steadily increased throughout the 

year bringing us our best year ever!  We continue to 

grow and bring new and exciting products. 

A big thank you to the community, hospital staff 

and our volunteers for your continued support.    

Donna  Kyewich, Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THRIFT SHOP 

150 Volunteers    32,862 Hours 

The volume of donations and the number of cus-

tomers we had during the year continued to be ex-

tremely high. Every morning there are customers 

outside the store waiting for it to open. Our cus-

tomers come to the store so frequently they have 

become our friends. 

Our focus this year has been the safety of our vol-

unteers. Outside, we have turned the dumpsters 

around for easier access for the volunteers, had 

railings installed for the back steps, improved the 

lighting outside the back doors. Inside the back 

storage area we have new bins built to help keep 

the donations off the floor.  We have had a new  
 

sorting table made for the middle room. In the 

white elephant area we have new tables and have 

installed a large sink to wash items for better pres-

entation in the store. Space continues to be at a 

premium in the Thrift Store; at the same time the 

donations continue to increase. We continue to 

look at creative ways to use our space so our vol-

unteers can work safely. 

Early in the coming year the executive is planning 

to hold a workshop for our volunteers. We plan on 

having speakers to provide information on such 

topics as Personal Safety/ Merchandizing/ Working 

Together.  The suggestion is to break up into 

smaller groups and deal with the issues in the 

store, then the group as a whole will summarize 

what we want to implement. 

Marilyn Helgason, Chair 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

HAIR CARE  

11 Volunteers    1,331 Hours 

The Totem residents line up on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays to become pampered by the volunteer 

staff.  That makes them happy and us proud to give 

back to the elderly in our community. 

Christine Hughes 

Hair Care volunteers; Diny Vanderloo, Lenore 
Caldwell, Lyn Rempel, Irene Perle 

Thrift Store cashier, Elva Lockwood of Hopkins Landing branch 



 

This past year has been extremely busy at Totem Lodge 

and Shorncliffe.  Our volunteers are actively involved 

with the residents with coastal parades, arts and crafts, 

scenic bus tours, pub nights, lunch outings, bingo, sum-

mer barbecues (Totem), church services, antique car dis-

plays, music programs, baking, resident walks, Adult 

Day Programs (Shorncliffe), Robbie Burns night, and 

manicures/ hairdressing/ and massage services weekly. 

 Monthly birthday parties are on-going enjoyable 

events, as are the annual Christmas festivities which in-

clude SANTA, presents, good food and lots of fun. 

 On behalf of Totem and Shorncliffe staff, the residents 

and their families, I want to extend a BIG THANK -YOU 

to our many dedicated volunteers for all their invested 

time and efforts.  IT IS APPRECIATED MORE THAN YOU 

KNOW. 

Linda Karleen, Liaison 
 

LOAN CUPBOARD 

31 Volunteers    3,478 Hours 

We have been very busy this year trying to get our 

equipment back to us. The number of loans is about the 

same as last year probably due to the fact that we were 

running out of some equipment at times. Unfortunately, 

we are reticent to buy more now as, when a lot come 

back like it did during this summer; it becomes a real 

problem in trying to store all the equipment. 

VCH has been doing a hospital space/needs assessment 

for many months and should make a report sometime 

this Fall.  The Loan Cupboard has 2 areas under consid-

eration: 

- the old Gift Shop is used for Drop Off and Pick Up of 

Loan Cupboard equipment; 

 - a small storage space in the basement that we share 

with IT and it is presently crowded and disorganized. 

When we know for sure what areas we can use, we will 

renovate all the areas including the repair room. 

In September, the Loan Cupboard received a generous 

donation of $5000 from the estate  of a palliative client 

who borrowed some Loan Cupboard equipment. We 

transferred the $5000 to the Board, but as suggested by 

our treasurer, Vivian Haynes, with the proviso that the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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The Committees….continued 

JUNIOR VOLUNTEERS     

13 Volunteers                                    125 Hours 

In January-August, 2014, Jr. Volunteers worked at 

Totem Lodge, Shorncliffe and the Thrift Shop.  Jr. 

Volunteer work hour reporting continues to be a 

challenge! 

Because of the school strike, the Fall of 2014 the 

Jr. Volunteer program was delayed in starting.  A 

presentation about Jr. Volunteers was made on 

October 9th at Chatelech High School to about 

200 students.  Drew Murphy, Student Advisor, is 

assisting with coordinating volunteers. Two 11th 

graders, Jenna Endress and Kylee Hunsche, con-

tacted me and I have interviewed them. They are 

completing the paperwork. Once they have sub-

mitted their references and CRC paperwork, I will 

arrange a tour and get them started to work at 

Totem and/or Shorncliffe. Both girls are very 

keen to volunteer at Totem and Shorncliffe, and 

are interested in healthcare professions. Kylee 

has RN’s in her family and will pursue admission 

to BCIT and nursing, while Jenna is interested in a 

health technician career.  

Candice Sayre, Chair 
 

TOTEM LODGE/SHORNCLIFFE 

79 Volunteers    1,115 Hours 

(Continued from page 3) 

Bringing the tuck cart from the Gift Shop to Shorncliffe are 
 Marion Wilson,  Beth Lamb, and Eryl Shindel 



 

money be kept in a separate account to be used by 

the Loan Cupboard to buy more “palliative-type” 

equipment. 

We also transferred $3000 from our regular dona-

tions. 

Wendy Hunt and Michelle Chapman, Co-chairs 

EDUCATION 

The Education Committee was active on a number 

of fronts in 2014. A presentation by Keri Suther-

land of the Alzheimer’s BC Society entitled Under-

standing Dementia was held for the membership 

in March.  The Committee organized members 

participation, accommodation, transportation, and 

program evaluation for the BCAHA spring confer-

ence in Kelowna in April. Later that month sixteen 

members attended a community wide workshop 

called Let’s Talk Volunteers, organized by the Com-

munity Resource Centre in partnership with Sun-

shine Coast Community Services and the Education 

Committee. The half day session involved 79 peo-

ple from numerous  non-profit organisations on 

the Coast. Together we were able to clarify what 

was a challenge for the groups and areas where 

training is desired.  

To augment Vancouver Coastal Health’s Emer-

gency Response Plan a team of Auxiliary volun-

(Continued from page 4) 
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teers was assembled. Their names, contact informa-

tion and areas of experience were forwarded to the 

VCH Emergency Response Coordinator.  

 Bursaries were provided to 6 students from Chatel-

ech, Elphinstone and Pender Harbour high schools 

and this year a bursary for the Alternative School 

was established and awarded. The Capilano Univer-

sity, Health Care Assistance bursary program was 

established and 2 awards were given out. Second 

year bursaries were awarded to three former Sun-

shine Coast young people attending nursing, envi-

ronment health science and medical school pro-

grams. 

Thanks go out to Pat Dallin, Karen Watson, Chris 

Luster, Cathy Jennings, Joanne Tremblay, Dee Rey-

nolds, Michelle Chapman, Co-chair Sue Lowell and 

Auxiliary President Gayle Bennett for their service to 

the Education Committee this past year.   

Shelley Grainger, Co-chair 
 

PUBLICITY 

Our website is a truly amazing publicity venture. 

Thanks to the talents of Allan Forest, there is little, if 

any, delay between holding an activity and seeing it 

posted for all to view. He also brings his photographic 

skills to many of our major events, with beautiful re-

sults!  Please go to www.stmarysauxiliary.com to 

view "Events & Calendars", "News & Photos", "What 

We Do", "Donations", "Members", and "Contact Us". 

Have we thought of everything yet? - No, there are 

even more exciting ideas in the works for 2015.   

Many thanks to the branch committee members, who 

have kept their groups’ activities highlighted on our 

website. For the past year, they have been Trudy 

Heller (Gibsons), Beth Lamb (Halfmoon Bay), Gillian 

Wright (Hopkins), Marion Jolicoeur (Roberts Creek), 

Valerie How (Sechelt) and Patti Gaudet (Pender Har-

bour). We are pleased to welcome some new names 

on the 2015 list. They are Pam Swanson (Hopkins) and 

Wendy Ross (Sechelt). Wendy will also serve as the 

2015 Chair of Publicity and is enthusiastic about her 

new role. Good luck to all! 

Carole Murray 

The Committees….continued 

Loan Cupboard volunteer, Barry Atkins, from the Gibsons 
branch servicing returned equipment 



 

PENDER HARBOUR  

Members 25    Hours 1,626 

Our Branch’s main fundraiser this year was a 

spring raffle for cash prizes.  2500 tickets were 

sold, mostly at “ambush corner” in Madeira Shop-

ping Centre. 

We participated with the other branches in the 

auxiliary day “walkabout” on May 10, walking and 

carrying signs in our blue and whites around Ma-

deira, Sechelt and Gibsons. 

The following week we marched in the Pender 

Harbour May Day parade. 

We continue to help at Totem and Shorncliffe 

birthday parties and man the thrift store every 5th 

Saturday. 

This year we are reduced to 24 members, all 

working hard to support our hospital and pro-

grams. 

Marion Chell, Chair 

 

HALFMOON BAY 

Members:  120   Hours 4,693 

Our branch has welcomed 5 new members this 

past year. Hosting coffee parties, with our execu-

tive members,  has been a new method of wel-

coming them and providing them with a unique 

chance to freely ask questions about the role of 

the Auxiliary in our community.   

Our 2014 volunteer hours are up by over a thousand 

from last year. This means that not only are we being 

more diligent about recording them, but also that our 

HMB members are making a wonderful gift of their 

time to our community. Thanks to all the members 

who have given such outstanding service! Halfmoon 

Bay branch has also proudly forwarded $10,500.00 to 

the Board.     

We have repeated our proven money earners such as 

the two "Bake, Craft and Plant Sales" (Nov./May), as 

well as the Pancake Breakfast (July). The support of so 

many of our members in the planning, promotion 

and event participation, ensures the continued suc-

cess of these endeavours.  In June, we repeated our-

selves with an even bigger and better "2nd Annual 

Garden Tour". There were 10 gardens open to the 

public, as well as a variety of artists on site. Two Mas-

ter Gardeners ( in-training) were also available to the 

public at one of the gardens. Over $4100 was raised 

that weekend, with over 40 HMB members involved 

in the successful two day event. 

We would like to congratulate our members on 

achieving significant service awards this year.  

10 years service - Sheri Archer, Myrna Harrison, Ed 

Bray, Diane White, Judy Minchinton, Barbara Scott, 

Deb Young, Judy Forman-Clark, Ian Archer and 

Donna LeMessurier.  20 years service - Pat Hegan, 

Sunny Jones and Doreen Quiring  25 years service - 

Ruth Paterson  35 years service - Mary Ewan, Lorna 

Huggins and Bertie Hull 

In conclusion, I'd like to thank my fellow branch ex-

ecutive members for their commitment and support 

over the past two years - Jennifer Gray (Vice-Chair), 

Carol Adams (Treasurer), Fay Bullock (Secretary), Beth 

Lamb (Publicity) and Marney Qually (Past Chair). 

Carol Murray, Chair 

 

SECHELT  

Members 153    Hours 7,539 

The Sechelt branch has enjoyed an active year, serv-

ing the Auxiliary by holding bake and craft sales, par-

THE BRANCHES 
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Plant and Bake sale held by Halfmoon Bay branch 
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The Branches….continued 

ROBERTS CREEK    

Members 44          Hours 3,733 

At the last AGM, the following members were recog-

nized for their years of volunteering: 

Marion Proulx for 35 years, Gerda Knecht and Rene 

Greenwood for 25 years; Myrna Mannis and Annette 

Jack for 20 years. 

We had three successful fundraisers:  We raised 

more than $2,000 at the Quality Farm Fall Fair held 

on October 12th and 13th, 2013; over $1,000 at the 

Roberts Creek Community Association Christmas Fair 

on November 23rd and 24th, 2013 and more than 

$1,500 at our Spring Extravaganza on May 4th, 2014. 

We transferred $4,500 to the Board in September. 

We participated in the Higgeldy Piggeldy Parade at 

Roberts Creek Daze in August. 

Last fall, due to health reasons, Rhona Kelly had to 

step down from being chair. Michelle Chapman vol-

unteered to be the chair for 2014 and then early this 

year, Marie Revoy, vice-chair resigned due to per-

sonal reasons. Fortunately, other members were able 

to offer lots of help such as Past-Chair Rhona Kelley, 

Treasurer Christine Piasta, Secretary Maggie Penhal-

low, Publicity Marion Jolicoeur, Membership Jeanie 

ticipating in Auxiliary events such as Auxiliary Day 

and the Canada Day Parade and volunteering our 

time at Totem, Shorncliffe, the Gift Shop, Thrift 

Store and the Loan Cupboard.  Our branch is par-

ticularly active at the Thrift Store and recently as-

sumed more responsibility by taking on a Satur-

day opening. 
We have had fun at branch parties and provided 

excellent entertainment at our Annual General 

meeting/Christmas function held at our favourite 

luncheon venue – the Sunshine Coast Golf and 

Country Club.  The Belle's of St. Mary's, after hours 

of practice, managed an enthusiastic (if not en-

tirely professional) rendition of “Grandma Got Run 

Over by a Reindeer”.  It brought tears to the 

members eyes! 
While many of our 150 members/volunteers don't 

attend the branch meetings they are there for us 

when we need them and devote many hours to their 

favourite projects.  Those faithful who do attend the 

meetings regularly discuss, debate and question the 

issues, motions and ideas from the Board and in the 

end support the decisions that best meet the goals 

of the Auxiliary.  We are fortunate to have a hard 

working branch executive who attend meetings, or-

ganize events, handle the money and the member-

ship duties and do it with good cheer. 

We hope to have a full slate of officers before the 

New Year; at present we are still recruiting a First 

Vice Chair.   

We hope in coming year to have a guest speaker at 

a few meetings. 

Donna Perry, Chair 

Carla Wilkinson, Donna Perry, Valerie How and Stella Mount 
at Shorncliffe's birthday party. 
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Parker as well as many other members of our 

branch providing craft, baking, hosting birthday 

parties, etc. And now we have a great new vice-

chair Judith Grieve, for 2015. 
 

GIBSONS    

Members 79    Hours 2,162    

Gibsons ladies – what a crew! 

Beautiful, and so smart too. 

Working hard at Loan and Gift, 

Totem, Shorncliffe and at Thrift. 

Selling stuff and doing hair, 

Helping with the daily care. 

Christmas stockings filled with 

fun, 

BBQs in summer sun. 

Raising funds and baby knit-

ting, 

Never, ever think of quitting. 

Working hard, just like good fairies  

‘Cause we love to help ST. Mary’s. 

Kay Abbey, Chair 

HOPKINS LANDING 

Members 75    Hours 3751 

Hopkins Landing Branch had an active year.  In 

addition to our annual fundraising events such 
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as the Fall Faire at Quality Farms, our Fall Bazaar, 

Sundays at the Thrift, and the Great Exchange, we 

added two new events this year.  In April we 

hosted the Spring Fashion Fling where four Gib-

sons Landing stores, Swish, The Landing Clothing 

Co, Whimsy, and Zocalo opened their doors for an 

evening of special shopping with refreshments and 

door prizes.   In September we presented Dr. 

Tammie Burger’s piano concert followed by a Tea.  

Both were successful fundraisers and enjoyed by all 

who attended. 

As well, our members were busy all year working at 

the Thrift Store and the Gift Shop, and provided 

services and activities at Totem and Shorncliffe. 

Kathy Conroy, Chair 
Gibsons branch’s 

Christmas tree in the 
hospital lobby 

Hopkins Landing branch held a Sunday opening at the Thrift 
Store 

Auxiliary members went  walk-about on May 10, Auxiliary Day  

The Branches….continued 
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Hours 

 

Members 

 

Funds Raised 

 

2012 

 

62,555 

 

500 

 

$538,750 

 

2013 

 

64,728 

 

508 

  

$572,392 

 

2014 

 

66,734 

 

509 

 

$583,109 

Statistics 
BOARD EXECUTIVE 

 

President 

Gayle Bennett 
 

1st Vice President 

Vicky Forest 
 

2nd Vice President 

Fran Miller 
 

Treasurer 

Lorraine Blakeman 
 

Secretary 

Gerry Nimmo 
 

Publicity 

Carole Murray 
 

Past President 

Karen Scott 

 

In CareIn CareIn CareIn Care    
 

Marion Alsager 

Grace Hitchock 

Bertie Hull 

Doreen Boal 

 
    
 

    

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam    
    

Connie Hobbs 

Avril Taylor 

Rita Williams 

 


